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News coverage in The Asian Age (Print
edition, July 08th Page 14) and The
Statesman (Print edition, July 08th, Page
05) for the Panel discussion jointly
organized by DFID and IPE Global on 7th
July 2015, under the Knowledge
Partnership Program (KPP).

The coverage for The Asian Age is at the
link shared below:

http://www.asianage.com/delhi/countries

set-adopt-sustainable-goals-soon-398

The Asian Age

The Statesman

'Post-MDG goals must focus on inequities'
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BUSINESS STANDARD

;_Human development and its discontents

BOOK REVIEW

ISHAN BAKSHI

At the turn of the millennium, 189 coun-
tries adopted the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDG) - a set of eight uni-
versally applicable goals - with a promise
to attain them by 2015.

The agenda was undoubtedly ambi-
tious, dwarfing previous attempts to
place human development at the fore-
front of the global economic agenda. But
desplte the audacious endeavour, the
MDGs had their fair share of criticism.
Goals, as some argued, were not suffi-
clently tuned to the ground realities of
countries and failed to account for dif-
ferences across countries, The process
too was criticised for lacking legitimacy.

Inputs from civil society and developing
countries was not given due considera-
tion, leading to a lack of ownership.

, Fifteen years later, it would be fair to
say that progress on achieving the goals
has been mixed; some countries have
made significant strides, others have
fared poorly.

Now with the 2015 deadline upon us,
Human Development in the Global
South: Emerging perspectives in the Era
of Post-Millenniwm Development Goals
attempts to bring voices from the south-
ern countries to the forefront, hoping to
make them equal stakeholders in the
global debate,

The book, which draws on the expe-
rience of countries such as India, China,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Brazil, is divid-
ed into six parts covering critical issues
such as eradicating poverty, providing
social protection, ensuring food securi-
ty, enhancing education and employ-
ment opportunities and providing uni-
versal healthcare coverage.

A big omission - one that, frankly,

permeates the development discourse —
is the failure to acknowledge the role of
one instrumental variable in raising liv-
ing standards: growth. Barring a few ref-
erences, the impact of achieving and
sustaining high growth on human
development is barely acknowledged. It
is almost as if high growth is a second-
e.

Nagesh Kumar, for instance, says
evidence suggests that most countries
saw a faster reduction in poverty after
the MDGs were introduced. One could
argue that the articulation of a global
development agenda and its continu-
ous monitoring does put pressure on
governments to step up efforts to
improve their development indicators.

This line of thinking fails to
acknowledge that significant progress
on achieving these targets was made
largely because global growth was on
steroids during this period. In fact, the
sharpest reduction in poverty achieved
in modern history occurred during this
high growth phase. It is this high

growth that provided governments
with the resources to fund the massive
welfare programmes.

On food security, Mehendra Dey,
who comes across as sympathetic to the
National Food Security Act, argues that
there is a policy bias towards wheat and
rice in India which marginalised pulse
production. This is a valid point but it
begs the question: how is one to fulfil
commitments under the NFSA and
engineer a shift towards greater pulse
production at the same time? Further,
while Mr Dev argues, rightly, that India
suffers severe nutrition deficiency, the
NFSA actually does precious little to
solve this issue.

Another argument in the book that
resonates widely in the public dis-
course, is that the Indian government
spends far less on social sectors
schemes than other countries. Many
have vociferously argued in favour of
raising social sector spending signifi-
cantly. But this argument is flawed at
many levels.

First, it would be more appropriate
to compare countries at similar levels of
per capita income rather than compare
India to Brazil, China or Scandinavia.
Second, this argument fails to account
for the state's capacity to actually deliv-
er these services effectively.

Surveys have repeatedly shown that
the poor even in rural areas are increas-
ingly opting for private education and
health care facilities. Thus, simply
flushing down more money is unlikely
to improve outcomes unless one can
ensure a rise in the quality of service
provided. In this regard, Geeta Kingdon
makes an interesting suggestion. Ms
Kingdon calls for setting a guality goal
to measure the cognitive skills of a
whole age cohort, This is important to
track student and teacher attendance
rates and teachers’ competence levels.
Measuring them should enable devel-
oping countries to monitor the interme-
diate steps and building blocks for
achieving school completion and learn-
ing goals. But the capacity of the state to
implement this is questionable.

As India is struggling to deliver quali-
ty services it would be prudent to exam-
ine how other countries, especially those

at lower levels of per capita income, have
successfully delivered high quality
health and education services,

Bangladesh offers an interesting
example. M Hafizur Rahman and
Tashrik Ahmed argue that the country
has been able to make significant
progress because of an assorted collec-
tion of actors who create and manage
health services. Health actors, they
argue, have taken a laissez faire
approach to drive social entrepreneur-
ship — the creation of innovative solu-
tions to social problems.

But talk of allowing private providers
in health care or education to deal with
issues of quality and last mile connec-
tivity in India is blasphemous. It's a pity
we don't learn from others.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE
GLOBAL SOUTH

Emerging perspectives in the Era of
Post-Millennium Development Goals
Tanuka Endow, Sumit Mazumdar, Mitu
Sengupta (editors)

Institute for Human Development
Manak Publications

409 pages; T1500
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In additional to the print media coverage, the event coverage also featured ONLINE:

e http://www.apnnews.com/2015/07/07/experts-address-emerging-perspectives-in-the-era-of-
post-millennium-development-goals/

“*APN NEWS

Monday, August, 2015| Todav's Market | Current Time: o1:27:30

WEWS BUSINESS TECH &INDUSTEY ENTERTAINMENT YOUTH XNEW PRODUCTS EDUCATION HEALTH

CORPORATE NEWS

Previous story: Next story:
PM Narendra Modi launches Mobile Apps for MyGovin  IMF ‘ready to assist Greece if requested’

Experts address emerging perspectives in the Era
of Post- Millennium Development Goals

MNew Delhi :As the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) reach their December 2015 deadline, a new sef of
transformative and universal Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will be adopted by world leaders as a part of the
Post—2015 Development Agenda at the United Nations General Assembly in September 2015.These new global SDGs
will lead policy formulation and funding for the next 15 vears. Voices around the world are demanding leadership in
2015 over food security, poverty, climate change and inequality.

Experts in Delhi led Dr. Bibek Debrov Member, Niti Aavog and Dr. Jaco Cilliers, Country Director UNDP India, today
deliberatedon the Emerging Perspective from the Global South: Promoting Emplovment, Education and Skills for
[nclusive Developmentdiscussing an array of issues revolving around the Millennium Development Goals and provide
certain essential insights into imperatives for the post 2015 Agenda.
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MEDIA INFO WORLD
e http://mediainfoworld.org/article.php?id=477
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Experts address emerging perspectives in the Era of Post Millennium
Development Goals

Posted ON: 2015-07-08
Section: Business

As the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) reach their December 2015 deadline, a new set of
transformative and universal Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will be adopted by world
leaders as a part of the Post—2015 Development Agenda at the United Nations General Assembly
in September 2015_These new global SDGs will lead policy formulation and funding for the next
15 years Voices around the world are demanding leadership in 2015 over food security, poverty.
climate change and inequality.
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DAILY O
e http://www.dailyo.in/politics/millennium-development-goals-un-population-standard-of-

living-poverty-line-agriculture/story/1/4870.html
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How achieving Millennium Development

Goals will make or break India

Despite notable progress in meeting some of the MDGs, lack of jobs for the
unskilled has been dragging it behind.

POLITICS | 4-minuteread | 09-07-2015

GEETHANJALINATARAJAND DALJEETKAUR

fyy o ma

The progress towards meeting the targets set by the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) has been limited and uneven across the
globe. Even though the targets set in 2000 in the form of MDGs were
simple and smart, they did not fully represent the world's view of
development and its impetus. The failure in achieving the MDGs by
the developing world has been seen bv many as a failure of the
countries as well as the goals themselves.

(®) Back to Home

* KPP is a South-South cooperation programme promoting knowledge sharing in the areas of Food
Security, Resource Scarcity and Climate Change; Health and Disease Control; Trade and Investment; and
Women and Girls.KPP is funded by the Government of UK’s Department for International Development
(DFID) and managed by a consortium led by IPE Global Private Limited under its Knowledge Initiative. The
main objective of KPP is 'Gathering and uptake of evidence on issues central to India’s national
development that have potential for replication in LICs and impact on global poverty’.
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